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tradictions which necessarily result from successive
enactments relating to the same subjects through a
long period of time. It required a thorough revision.
Second: The unwritten law, the authoritative
sources of which for a thousand years had been the
writings of private jurisconsults, was in still greater
confusion. The works of the universally recognised
masters of the science had first become in part
superseded, and finally lost. Their successors were
an ignoble multitude "of Syrians, Greeks, and
Africans, who flocked to the Imperial court to study
Latin as a foreign tongue and jurisprudence as a
lucrative profession." There was a want of that in-
strumentality, indispensable in the administration
of unwritten law, namely, universally recognised
authorities to which appeal could be made.